Life and Times of FEPC

FIRST EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH FRANKFORT, INDIANA

Focus on God, Equip God’s People, Proclaim Christ, Change the World

A monthly summary of activities at First Evangelical Presbyterian Church

December 2025

Monday Morning Prayers
Continues each Monday
@ 7:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
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Quilts on Wings
Will NOT meet in December
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Saturday, December 6
Refocus Team Meets
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Sunday, December 7
Youth Advent Program
Practice @ 1 p.m.
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Sunday, December 14
Youth Advent Program during Worship
Jesse Tree Craft
Ladies Christmas Brunch
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Baby Shower for Jesus
through December 21
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Mobile Food Pantry
Tuesday, December 16, 2025
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Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Eve Service @ 7 p.m.
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Monday, December 20
Youth Lock-In 6 pm-6 am
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Borrowing Policy
If you need to borrow tables, chairs or
other equipment from the church, please
be sure to check with Mark Calvin to be
sure it won’t be needed or hasn’t been
reserved by someone else.
The policy states that we will not
lend out kitchen equipment.
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Poinsettias

Poinsettia memorials are available and will
be used to decorate the Sanctuary during
Advent. Please send the names of those you
wish to memorialize to:
kalen@fepcfrankfort.org

Mitten Trees

The Mitten Christmas trees are ready for your
gifts. Scarves, hats, gloves & mittens, and socks
for children and adults are needed. Please help fill
the branches by the end of December so we may
help keep needy bodies warm this winter!

Mobile Food Pantry
Tuesday, December 16 @ 11 a.m.
Helpers arrive by 10:30 a.m.

Church Offices Closed

December 25—Christmas Day
January 1, 2026—New Year’s Day

Year-End “To Dos”

An updated directory will be printed in January. Please
checkl your listing and send updates to
Kalen@fepcfrankfort.org

Ministry and Committee reports are due in the office
Wednesday, December 31.
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Sunday Morning Schedule
Sunday Fellowship: 8:30 a.m. (coffee and donuts)
Worship Service: 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages): 10:15 a.m.
*Staffed Nursery all morning

For week day staff office hours, please visit
www.fepcfrankfort.org, or phone the church.

Prayer Requests brasilianheart@gmail.com

Life and Times of FEPC will be
published on the 1st of each month.
Deadlines for submitting articles or
information for the monthly
calendar will be the last Tuesday of
each month.

CONNECT WORSHIP GROW

If you received this issue by U.S. mail but would like to receive Life and
Times of FEPC electronically, please email kalen@fepcfrankfort.org.

Congregational Care

As a reminder, should any congregational care needs
arise, you can contact the church office, your Elder Shep-
herd, or any of the members of the 3 C’s Ministry:

Doyal Bell Kalen Jackson
Karen Biery Patty Nash
Joyce Peters Rodney Thies

SERMON INFORMATION

Dec 7 - Advent Week 2 (Peace)
“From Barrenness to
Fruitfulness”
Isaiah 27:1-6; Psalm 85;
Matthew 3:1-12

Dec 14 - Advent Week 3 (Joy)
Youth Christmas Program
“From Desperation to
Rejoicing”
Isaiah 41:17-20; Psalm 126;
Luke 1:46-55

Dec 21 - Advent Week 4 (Love)
“Known by God”
Isaiah 37:26-32;
Psalm 36:5-12;
Matthew 1

Dec 24 - Christmas Eve
“Anointed to Bring Good
News”
Isaiah 61; Psalm 98;
Luke 2:1-20

Dec28- TBD

Life in the Body of Christ

Condolences to

- Les Bergum and family on the passing of Linda Bergum on
November 1.

- Marty Rodkey and family on the passing of Marty’s mother,
Nancy McWhirter, who passed away November 24.

Congratulations to

- Justin and Amanda Trent and family on the
birth of Deacon Marshall on Nov. 15, 2025.
Stats: 8 Ibs 7 0z; 20 1/2 inches.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP

Dec 7 - Suzie R - Mary & Joseph
Dec 14 - Justin T - Shepherds

Dec 21 - Katelyn S - Magi

Dec 28 - Gayla D - Christ Child

NOTE: Leaders and Greeters are Needed
for January and February. Sign up sheet
is outside the Nursery.




Stephen Ministry at FEPC
Repurposing Stephen Ministry

I’m writing this on Thanksgiving Day, and | am thankful for the 125 combined
years of service the Stephen Ministers (SMs) and Leaders have given to
Stephen Ministry at FEPC and for the 43 Care Receivers from the congrega-
tion and the community who have allowed the SMs to care for them in all types of needs. Many of the
accumulated nineteen Stephen Ministry Team members have retired along the way, going on to other
ministries, attending to family needs, or just needing a break from the hard business of caregiving. But
God has repurposed these folks, just as he repurposed Joseph in Genesis 45. Sold into slavery by his
brothers, Joseph was repurposed by God into the ruler of all Egypt. Joseph remembered the grace
which God had bestowed on him and extended that same grace to others, bringing forgiveness and
healing where there was fear and brokenness. Similarly, SMs both active and retired, have expressed
over and over that they use their Stephen Minister training often to grace others: family, friends, cas-
ual contacts, and in caring for themselves. God has a way of repurposing people for his glory and for
our dependence on him for the next steps.

Because the group of active SMs has dwindled to just a few, Stephen Ministry, with Session’s blessing,
is taking a six month sabbatical to prayerfully consider how God might be re-purposing our efforts.
Just as God grows a small seed into a mighty stalk of corn or a fruitful soybean plant (each one a mira-
cle!), we pray God will take the seeds of grace that have been planted through Stephen Ministry and
repurpose them for the next chapter he has for us. We believe that he will use everything he has
already built into us for his purposes in the next season of Stephen Ministry. Please join us in prayer
as we wait to see what he has planned.

Marty Rodkey, for the Stephen Ministry Team at FEPC

) Someone Noticed ...

In a recent conversation it was noted that there are a LOT of people in our congregation busy doing little -
things ‘behind the scenes’ who never receive any recognition. We decided that is because they don’t
expect to be recognized. Nevertheless, if you are one of those people, we want you to know that you
are appreciated and someone noticed. If you are a deacon who went above and beyond, a junior deacon
learning the ropes of serving, someone who took time to help someone move or fix something around
their home, one of our candle lighters, someone who helped in the music or sound/media ministry,

= someone who sends cards of thoughtfulness, the one who updates bulletin boards, one who serves on
one of our boards of leadership, or the one who faithfully lifts our members in prayer, or someone who .
has used your gifts and talents in another way to bless our church family, we want to say THANK YOU for
all you do ‘behind the scenes’.




THANKYOU

During November we were blessed to have some special groups participating in worship. The Mission
Committee members led us through worship on Mission Sunday and Cecelia Trent read the scripture
that morning. On November 16 ladies who attended the True Woman conference led us in the Call to
Worship from Psalm 119. And on November 23, Thanksgiving Sunday, we were blessed to have our
brass players accompanying on the hymns and providing offertory music. Thank you to all.

FRANKFORT HOT DOGS GIRLS' VOLLEYBALL

Youth Highlights
Congratulations to Caroline Queen on achieving her 1,000 DIGS
1,000th dig this season in Volleyball.

CAROLINE QUEEN

Congratulations!




Baby Shower for Jesus

With the recent increases of groceries, many families with infants and young children
are struggling to buy food and diapers. The local Pregnancy Resource Center has
shared that they are in desperate need of baby food and diapers of all sizes. There
is always a need for sleepers, socks, and infant clothing. They have a drive through
give away on the first Thursday of each month.

Let's bless the families who use this ministry by contributing to our annual Baby
Shower for Jesus. Collection boxes will be on the landing by the sanctuary door
through December 21. Items will be delivered to the Pregnancy Resource Center be-
fore Christmas.

Near the end of 2024, the Deacons took up a Fifth Sunday Loose Offering so that our church
could sponsor a child in the Milk Project run by the His Eyes clinic in Honduras. Our church’s
child is a little boy named Diego. The Deacons again made this project the designation for the
special offering on November 30, 2025.

Last year a few small groups sent Diego letters, and we want to increase our contact with him
this year by having even more groups send photos and letters to him. There is a bulletin board
across from the music room where you can read more about Diego and sign your family or small
group up to email a letter during 2026. Information about how to send the letters is posted here,
as well.

Keep an eye on “Diego Central” for correspondence : D ‘71;;3 O ‘fi"-fi'n‘('ﬂ
we receive from Diego. Pray for this special child -1 f s
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2025 Mission Sunday

Mission Sunday was a special time at FEPC this year. We were blessed to have Rev. Pat Smith
bringing the message Sunday morning and sharing his thoughts on the history of missions at FEPC
in our time in Fellowship Hall. Many people shared about their experiences on various mission
trips over the year. We also saw a video from Zimbabwe showing the work being done in prepara-
tion for the building of their church when our mission team arrives in January.

FEP ON M SSI
WITH GOD




2025 Mission Sunday

Special gifts from FEPC to the new church we are building in

Zimbabwe. Communion set purchased with funds raised by our VBS
children, communion table cover and wall hanging provided by Quilts
on Wings, and memory plaque

In Loving Memory of

| Baby Jude Alan Trent
Born into the arms of Jesus
on December 19, 2024

Though we grieve his passing,
we rejoice that his life’s gift is to share Jesus
with all who gather here for generations to come.
“For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”
- Philippians 1:21
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2025 Mission Sunday




Christmas Market

Each year we work hard for weeks and months planning for our Christmas Market. We have fun
working together and suddenly it’s over and in the history books. Then, we eagerly wait to hear the
results of our labors. This year we were raising funds for three ministries: Women’s Ministry, Quilts
on Wings and the Zimbabwe Mission Trip. And here are the results:

Women’s Ministry $1,678.26  Includes Soup Sales $354 and Ham Loaf Sales $1,020
Quilts on Wings $ 232
Honduras Mission Trip $ 62

Once again, we can say our Christmas Market was a SUCCESS!
Thank you to everyone who helped in any way.
We could not have done it without you!




Hanging of the Greens 2025

It’s always a joy to see our church transformed for the Christmas holidays. Thank you to all who helped in
any way last Sunday.
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Hanging of the Greens 2025
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These banners have been used for years. No
doubt, some of you know when they were
made and by whom. It’s always nice to see
them hanging in the sanctuary during Advent. «'
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Door Greeter Opportunity

Did you know we have visitors coming in the street-level entrance to Fellowship each week? We I
! need someone there to greet them and help them find their way from that point of entry to the
| sanctuary or nursery.

i Your help is needed to greet our visitors and make them feel welcome, as well as find their way
i once inside. Please sign up to be a greeter just one Sunday each month. A sign up sheet is on the '
welcome desk in Fellowship Hall. [

Adults, teens and middle-schoolers are welcome to help with this task. |




RAPPY BIRTHDA!

December
1—Rae Jahn
Abby Montgomery

3—Angie Vargas

5—Thresa Adams
10—Amy Crawford
16—Beth Adams ot — e —
18—Vivian Moore } o

19—Mike Peters December Anniversaries
Andrea Shriver

23—Jack Kercheval
Colleen Spencer

28—Brayden Baird
Sherri McCormick

( 7—Barry & Pam Hall
14—Kevin & Cathy Price
15—Dan & Stephanie Coapstick
20—Kelly & Becky Kurth
22—]Jeft & Debbie Bracken
27—FEric & Gayla Davis

Joe & Jacque Snyder
Rodney & Becky Thies
Justin & Amanda Trent

29—Steve & Kathy Glover




